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⏐Unravelings⏐ 
 
Screening of the film: 
Sun Ra Repatriation Project 
by Kapwani Kiwanga 
Every Thursday at 5 pm and Saturday at 1 pm from February 2nd to April 1st.  
 
What would the world look like if the white man hadn’t colonized great parts of it; if black people had not been enslaved? 
Would racism still exist? Such an alternative reality was formulated by the legendary American jazz musician Sun Ra, who 
passed away in 1993. He created a mystical tale about his origin in which he claimed that he had arrived on Earth from 
Saturn. By reimagining reality he could create a narrative that set him free from the history of of slavery and its dehumanizing 
consequences.  
 
The film Sun Ra Repatriation Project by the Canadian artist Kapwani Kiwanga follows her attempt to return Sun Ra’s 
remains to their original home: Saturn. Kiwanga travels to the US and France to meet experts and scientists from NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory and Observatoire de Paris in order for them to help her with formulating the astronomical aspects 
of the project. She asks the French police to create a composite portrait of Sun Ra from testimonies of those who knew him. 
The sketch is sent into deep space in 2009. Kiwanga then arranges that a radiotelescope in California observes Saturn for 
any possible extraterrestrial radio transmissions from Sun Ra. 
 
From Thursday February 2nd the 43 minute film can be seen as a part of the exhibition Unravelings at the exhibition space 
meter. The film will be screened every Thursday at 5 pm and Saturday at 1 pm until April 1st.  
 
2017 is the centenary of Denmark’s sale of three Virgin Islands to the US. At meter we mark this through the exhibition 
Unravelings, a five-month exhibition in which we will look at Denmark as a colonial power, and how this affects today’s 
society and our sense of national identity. As a part of the exhibition we want to look towards a possible future. Kapwani 
Kiwanga’s film explores the integration between belief systems and science known from subgenres such as Afrofuturism 
and science fiction. It is a film that visualizes the possible refuge and potential that Afrofuturism consists of, in that it 
facilitates the reformulation of the identity and destiny of former enslaved people.  
 
Kapwani Kiwanga has a BA in anthropology from McGill University in Montreal, Canada and a MFA from Le Fresnoy: Studio 
national des arts contemporains in Tourcoing, France. Subjects, that inspire her practice span from Afrofuturism and science 
fiction to the fight against colonial structures. Her work has been shown at Centre Georges Pompidou (FR), the Museum of 
Modern Art de Dublin (IE), Salt Beyoglu Istanbul (TK). Last year she was awarded a soloshow at the Armory Show in New 
York.  
 
meter is a non-profit exhibition space centred around curatorial experimentation. During our first two years we will create 
exhibitions that take an investigative and critical view of society and structures within society through art and artistic 
practices. This is realised in close collaboration with artists, academics and people engaged in the public debate.   
 
Supported by:  
The Danish Arts Foundation, City of Copenhagen, Danish Art Workshop and Nørrebro Lokaludvalg.  
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